
CITY OF WILLOW PARK, TEXAS 
ORDINANCE, No. 339-93 

 
“ORDINANCE ADOPTING CODE OF ORDINANCES” 

 
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF WILLOW PARK, TEXAS, ADOPTING 
AND ENACTING A NEW CODE OF ORDINANCES, ESTABLISHING THE 
SAME AND PROVIDING FOR CERTAIN DEFINITIONS AND RULES OF 
CONSTRUCTION FOR THE NEW CODE; ESTABLISHING A GENERAL 
PENALTY FOR VIOLATIONS OF THE CODE AND ALL ORDINANCES OF 
THE CITY IN THE AMOUNT OF NOT MORE THAN FIVE HUNDRED 
DOLLARS ($500.00) FOR EACH OFFENSE, EXCEPT VIOLATIONS OF 
PROVISIONS THAT GOVERN FIRE SAFETY, ZONING, AND PUBLIC 
HEALTH AND SANITATION, INCLUDING DUMPING OF REFUSE, IN 
WHICH CASE THE MAXIMUM PENALTY FOR VIOLATION SHALL BE TWO 
THOUSAND DOLLARS ($2,000.00) FOR EACH OFFENSE PROVIDED THAT 
NO PENALTY SHALL BE GREATER OR LESS THAN THE PENALTY 
PROVIDED FOR UNDER STATE LAW; REVISING CITY COUNCIL QUORUM 
REQUIREMENTS; PROVIDING PENALTIES FOR THE COLLECTION OF 
DELINQUENT TAXES; DESIGNATING AN OFFICIAL NEWSPAPER; 
ESTABLISHING PROCEDURES FOR CLAIMING AN ELDERLY 
HOMESTEAD EXEMPTION; ESTABLISHING PENALTIES FOR FAILING TO 
COLLECT HOTEL OCCUPANCY TAXES; PROVIDING FOR A MAP OF THE 
MUNICIPAL BOUNDARIES; REQUIRING A FEE FOR THE ISSUANCE OF A 
PEDDLING LICENSE AND ESTABLISHING THE DURATION OF SUCH A 
LICENSE; REGULATING SEXUALLY ORIENTED BUSINESSES WITHIN THE 
CITY; ESTABLISHING A REWARD FOR INFORMATION LEADING TO 
CONVICTION OF ARSONISTS; PROVIDING FOR ADDITIONAL METHODS 
OF GIVING NOTICE TO ABATE VIOLATIONS OF REGULATIONS ON 
WEED, GRASS, RUBBISH, BRUSH, AND OTHER OBJECTIONABLE MATTER 
AND ILLEGALLY DUMPED REFUSE ON PRIVATE PROPERTY; PROVIDING 
EXCEPTIONS TO THE PROHIBITION ON DISCHARGING FIREARMS 
WITHIN THE CITY; ADOPTING RULES AND REGULATIONS TO BE 
FOLLOWED BY POLICE OFFICERS; REQUIRING CERTAIN PROCEDURES 
FOR RESUBDIVISIONS OF LAND IN THE CITY, ADOPTING A NEW 
SCHEDULE OF FEES AND CHARGES FOR THE CITY OF WILLOW PARK; 
AND ESTABLISHING AN EFFECTIVE DATE FOR THIS ORDINANCE AND 
THE NEW CODE OF ORDINANCES. 

 
BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF WILLOW PARK, 
TEXAS: 
 

SECTION I 
 
That the Code of Ordinances consisting of Chapters 1 through 12 and including 
Appendix A , B and C, each inclusive, is hereby adopted and enacted as the Code of 



Ordinances of the City of Willow Park, Texas, and shall be treated and considered as a 
new and original comprehensive ordinance, which shall supersede all other general and 
permanent ordinances passed by the City Council on or before March 16, 1993 to the 
extent provided herein, except as hereinafter provided for. 
 

SECTION 2 
 
That all provisions of such Code shall be in full force and effect from and after the 23rd 
day of June 1993, and all ordinances of a general and permanent nature of the City of 
Willow Park, Texas, enacted on or before and not included in this Code or recognized 
and continued in force by reference herein, are hereby repealed from and after the 23rd 
day of June 1993, except as hereinafter provided. 
 

SECTION 3 
 
That the repeal provided for in Section 2 above shall not affect any of the following: 
 

(a) Any events or act committed or done, or any penalty or forfeiture incurred, or any 
contract or right established or occurring before the effective date of this Code. 

 
(b) Any ordinance promising or guaranteeing the payment of money for the City, or 
authorizing the issuance of any bonds of the City, or any evidence of the City's 
indebtedness. 

 
(c) Any contract or obligation assumed by the City. 

 
(d) Any franchise granted by the City and their amendments. 

 
(e) Any ordinance dedicating, naming, establishing, locating, relocating, opening, 
paving, widening, vacating, or affecting the right-of-way of any street or public way 
in the City. 

 
(f) Any ordinance relating to municipal street maintenance agreements with the State 
of Texas. 

 
(g) Any appropriation ordinance or ordinance providing for the levy of taxes or for 
adoption of an annual budget. 

 
(h) Any ordinance relating to local improvements and assessments therefor. 

 
(i) Any ordinance annexing territory to the City including their related service plans, 
or any ordinance discontinuing territory as a part of the City. 

 
(j) Any ordinance dedicating or accepting any plat or subdivision in the City. 

 
(k) Any ordinance pertaining to the calling of municipal elections, appointing of 



election officers, or ratifying the results of any election. 
 

(l) Any ordinance establishing rates to be charged by privately or semi-publicly 
owned utility companies. 

 
(m) Any ordinance amending the zoning district map, approving planned development 
districts, or pertaining to the issuance of specific use permits or the granting of 
variances. 

 
(n) Any ordinance enacted on or after March 16, 1993. 

 
The repeal provided for in Section 2 shall not be construed to revive any ordinance or 
part thereof that has been repealed by a subsequent ordinance which is repealed by this 
ordinance. 
 

SECTION 4 
 
That whenever in the Code of Ordinances or any ordinance of the City previously 
adopted by the City Council, an act is prohibited or is made or declared to be unlawful or 
an offense or a misdemeanor, or wherever in such Code or ordinance the doing of an act 
is required or the failure to do any act is declared to be unlawful and no specific penalty 
is provided therefor, the violation of any such provision of such Code or any such 
ordinance shall be punished by a fine not exceeding five hundred dollars ($500.00), 
except for: 
 

(a) violations of municipal ordinances that govern fire safety, zoning and public 
health and sanitation including dumping of refuse, in which case the maximum fine 
shall be two thousand dollars ($2,000.00) for each offense, and for 

 
(b) violations of traffic laws and ordinances which are punishable as a Class C 
misdemeanor, in which case the maximum fine shall not exceed two hundred dollars 
($200.00). 

 
Provided, however, that no penalty shall be greater or less than the penalty provided for 
the same or similar offense under the laws of the State of Texas. Each day any violation 
of such Code of Ordinances or any ordinance shall continue shall constitute a separate 
offense unless otherwise designated. Any violation of any provision of such Code of 
Ordinances which constitutes an immediate danger to the health, safety and welfare of 
the public may be enjoined in a suit brought by the City for such purposes. 
 

SECTION 5 
 
That any and all amendments and additions to such Code of Ordinances, when passed in 
such form as to indicate the intention of the City Council to make the same a part of the 
Code of Ordinances, shall be deemed to be incorporated in such Code of Ordinances so 
that reference to the “Code of Ordinances of the City of Willow Park, Texas,” shall be 



understood and intended to include such additions and amendments. 
 

SECTION 6 
 
That in case of the amendment of any article or section of the Code of Ordinances for 
which a penalty is not provided, the general penalty as provided in Section 4 hereof shall 
apply to the article or section as amended, or, in case such amendment contains 
provisions for which a penalty other than the aforementioned general penalty is 
provided, the penalty so provided in existing article or section shall be held to relate to 
the article or section so amended, unless the penalty is specifically repealed therein. 
 

SECTION 7 
 
That a copy of the Code of Ordinances shall be kept on file in the office of the City 
Secretary in looseleaf form. It shall be the express duty of the City Secretary, or 
someone authorized by the City Secretary, to insert in the designated places all 
amendments or ordinances which indicate the intention of the City Council to make the 
same a part of such Code of Ordinances when the same has been printed or reprinted in 
page form by the codifier designated by the City Council and to extract from such Code 
all provisions which may be from time to time repealed by the City Council. Such copy 
of such Code shall be available for all persons desiring to examine the same at any time 
during regular business hours. 
 

SECTION 8 
 
That it shall be an offense for any person to change or amend, by additions or deletions, 
any part or portion of this Code of Ordinances, or to insert or delete pages or portions 
thereof, or to alter or tamper with such Code in any manner whatsoever which will cause 
a law of the City of Willow Park to be misrepresented thereby. Any person violating this 
section shall be punished as a misdemeanor offense. 
 

SECTION 9 
 
That the following provisions included and as printed in this Code of Ordinances are 
hereby adopted by the City Council by reference for inclusion therein: 
 
(1) § 1.103 providing definitions for “Code,” “Person,” “Public Place “Shall,” “State,” 
“Street,” “V.A.C.S.,” “V.T.C.A.,” and “V.T.C.S.” as these terms are used throughout the 
code. 
 
(2) § 1.105 establishing punishments for violations of the provisions of the Code of 
Ordinances or any ordinance of the city such that any such violation shall be punishable 
by a fine not exceeding five hundred dollars ($500.00) except for violations of 
provisions governing fire safety, zoning or public health and sanitation, in which case 
the fine shall not exceed two thousand dollars ($2,000.00), and further providing that 
each day of violation shall constitute a separate offense. 



 
(3) § 1.404(e) establishing that any three (3) councilmembers shall constitute a quorum 
for the transaction of business. 
 
(4) Article 1.1100(a) designating the Clearfork Times as the official newspaper of the 
City. 
 
(5) § 1.1201(b) providing for additional penalties for the costs of collection of 
delinquent ad valorem (property) taxes. 
 
(6) § 1.1201 (c) establishing the procedures required for the filing of a claim for an 
elderly homestead exemption. 
 
(7) § 1.1203(g) providing for a fine of $200 along with the amount due together with a 
penalty of 5% for the first 30 days and 5% more for more than 30 days for failure to 
collect, make reports and pay the hotel occupancy tax. 
 
(8) § 1.1502 providing that a current map showing the municipal boundaries shall be 
kept on file in the office of the City Secretary and shall be available for public review 
and inspection at all reasonable times. 
 
(9) § 4.107 establishing that a fee must be paid for the issuance of a permit required of 
itinerant merchants or vendors and further establishing that such a permit shall be valid 
for a term of three (3) months from the date of issuance. 
 
(10) Article 4.300 regulating sexually oriented businesses, defining terms used in this 
article, restricting the location of sexually oriented businesses, requiring a license for the 
operation of a sexually oriented business, detailing the application for a license, 
providing for a license fee, reserving the right by the City to inspect sexually oriented 
businesses, providing for the expiration, renewal, suspension and revocation of a license, 
providing for an appeal of a decision made with respect to a license, providing an 
exemption from the locational requirements, restricting the transfer of the license, 
providing for additional regulations for nude model studios, adult theaters, adult motion 
picture theaters, adult motels and the exhibition of sexually explicit films or videos, 
providing that displaying sexually explicit materials to minors is punishable in 
accordance with the Penal Code, Section 43.24, providing for enforcement of the article, 
and providing for a suit to enjoin the operation of a sexually oriented business not in 
compliance with this article. 
 
(11) Article 5.500 providing for an award of $250.00 payable to the person or persons 
responsible for the arrest and conviction of any person committing the crime of arson in 
the City. 
 
(12) § 6.205 providing for notice to be given by means of posting notice of a violation 
of the regulations on weeds, grass, rubbish, brush, and other objectionable matter on the 
door of a building or on a placard attached to a stake driven into the ground on the 



property to which the violation relates, if no buildings exist on the property. 
 
(13) § 7.302 providing for exceptions to the prohibition on discharging firearms 
within the city for police officers in the performance of their duties, when a special 
exception permit has been granted by the City Council, and for firing blank cartridges to 
indicate the beginning of a race or other sporting event. 
 
(14) § 8.306 adopting the City of Willow Park Police Department Written Directives, 
effective April 1, 1991. 
 
(15) § 9.508 requiring that any property previously platted by a common dedication 
shall not be replotted unless the replat is signed and acknowledged by the property 
owner, is approved by the City Council after a public hearing, and does not attempt to 
remove or amend any covenants or restrictions. 
 
(16) Appendix A establishing a new schedule of fees and charges for the City of 
Willow Park. 
 

SECTION 10 
 
That whenever in such Code provisions, adopted in Section 9 of this ordinance, an act is 
prohibited or is made or declared to be unlawful or an offense or an misdemeanor, or 
wherever in such Code provisions the doing of an act is required or the failure to do any 
act is declared to be unlawful and no specific penalty is provided therefor, the violation 
of any such provision shall be punished by a fine not exceeding five hundred dollars 
($500.00), except for violations of municipal ordinances that govern fire safety, zoning 
and public health and sanitation including dumping of refuse, in which case the 
maximum fine shall be two thousand dollars ($2,000.00) for each offense and for 
violations of traffic laws and ordinances, in which the maximum fine shall be two 
hundred dollars ($200.00). Provided, however, that no penalty shall be greater or less 
than the penalty provided for the same or similar offense under the laws of the State of 
Texas. Each day any violation of such Code provisions shall continue shall constitute a 
separate offense unless otherwise designated. Any violation of any provision which 
constitutes an immediate danger to the health, safety and welfare of the public may be 
enjoined in a suit brought by the City for such purposes. 
 

SECTION 11 
 
That it is hereby declared to be the intention of the City Council that the sections, 
paragraphs, sentences, clauses and phrases of the Code of Ordinances hereby adopted 
are severable and, if any phrase, clause, sentence, paragraph, or section shall be declared 
unconstitutional by the valid judgment of any court of competent jurisdiction, such 
unconstitutionality shall not effect any of the remaining phrases, clauses, sentences, 
paragraphs, or sections, since the same would have been enacted by the City Council 
without the incorporation of any unconstitutional phrase, clause, sentence, paragraph, or 
section. 



 
SECTION 12 

 
That said Code of Ordinances shall be admitted in evidence without further proof and 
the City Secretary shall record said Code as adopted in the ordinance records of the City, 
and thereafter such record shall serve as a record of the ordinances so codified and it 
shall not be necessary in establishing the context of any particular ordinance so codified 
to go beyond said record. 
 

SECTION 13 
 
That all ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict herewith are, to the extent of such 
conflict, hereby repealed. 
 

SECTION 14 
 
That this ordinance shall take effect immediately from and after its passage and 
publication, as the law in such cases provides. 
 
DULY ADOPTED by the City Council of the City of Willow Park, Texas, on the 23rd 
day of June, 1993. 
 

APPROVED: 
 
William J. Clemens 
Mayor, City of Willow Park 

 
 
ATTEST: 
 
Barbara Kilough 
City Secretary, City of Willow Park 


